THE 8TOBY OF HOK LEE AND THE DWABFS

And Hok Lee danced on and on, till he really could dance no
more, and was obliged to stop.

Then the leader of the dwarfs said, ' "We are well pleased, Hoi
Lee, and as a recompense for thy dancing thy face shall be cured.
Farewell.'

With these words he and the other dwarfs vanished, and Hok
Lee, putting his hands to his face, found to his great joy that his
cheeks were reduced to their natural size. The way home seemed
short and easy to him, and he went to bed happy, and resolved
never to go out robbing again.

Next day the whole town was fall of the news of Hok's sudden
cure. His neighbours questioned him, but could get nothing from
him, except the fact that he had discovered a wonderful cure for
all kinds of diseases.

After a time a rich neighbour, who had been ill for some years,
came, and offered to give Hok Lee a large sum of money if he
would tell him how he might get cured. Hok Lee consented on
condition that he swore to keep the secret. He did so, and Hok
Lee told him of the dwarfs and their dances.

The neighbour went off, carefully obeyed Hok Lee's directions,
and was duly cured by the dwarfs. Then another and another
came to Hok Lee to beg his secret, and- from each he extracted a
vow of secrecy and a large sum of money. This went on for some
years, so that at length Hok Lee became a very wealthy man, and
ended his days in peace and prosperity.

From the Chinese.
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